CHAPTER XI
COLLECTIVISM AND THE SOVEREIGN STATE
* TN any society political organization is necessary,
I    because  common action is necessary to repair
-*~  the disorganization caused by the fact that men
act independently and yet. affect one another by such
action.*1   The  importance .of  this  truth  had  been
underestimated by the Victorian libertarians;  it was
to be emphasized, indeed to be overemphasized, by
their successors.   It was on the economic side, how-
ever, far more than on the political that the hopes
of the laissez-faire theorists collapsed.    * Freedom of
contract'  proved to  be  a mere illusion when the
labourer's   freedom   consisted   of   a   choice   between
accepting the  employer's terms or starving in the
gutter.   The Benthamite conception, that you had only
to set men ' free' to guarantee them happiness, was
shattered by the iron logic of the wage-system, and
the fruits of economic freedom were an ever-growing
disparity of wealth and the  accentuation of class-
conflict.   Of the growth of * darkest England' Joka
Stuart Mill was well aware, and, as a result, he began
to temper his political liberalism with an economic
Socialism;  the problem of wealth-distribution he saw
could never be solved by the old anarchical methods.
Thoughtful men and women were driven by the hideous
1 A. D. Lindsay, The Theory of the State (Bedford Collets
Lectures), p. 104.
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